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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 05383 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: CGEN, SCUL, TBIO, UR, US 

SUBJECT: MEETING OF SOVIET WRITER RYTKHEU WITH DAS LEURS: 
SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURES FOR CONTACTS BETWEEN U.S. AND SOVIET 
ESKIMOS 

REF: (A) STATE 61749, (B) MOSCOW 3166 

1 . EMBASSY WELCOMES RYTKHEU INITIATIVE TO REINSTATE SIM 
PLIFIED PROCEDURES FOR SUMMER VISITS OF U.S. AND SOVIET 
ESKIMOS FROM ST. LAWRENCE AND LITTLE DIOMEDE ISLANDS TO 
THE CHUKOTSK PENINSULA FOR FAMILY REUNIONS AND TRADING 
(REF A). WE DOUBT WHETHER PERSONAL INITIATIVE BY 
INDIVIDUAL SOVIET WRITER WILL HAVE MUCH EFFECT IN CHANGING 
OFFICIAL SOVIET RELUCTANCE TO ALLOW EASIER CONTACTS. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE IT IS WORTH AN EFFORT TO FOLLOW 
UP. AT LEAST TO THE EXTENT OF ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE A 
MEETING WITH RYTKHEU IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS AS HE SUGGESTED, 
AFTER HE HAS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES 
WITH THE "RELEVANT MINISTRIES." IN THE EVENT THAT U.S. - 
SOVIET CONTACTS ON THIS ISSUE PROCEED TO THE SUBSTANTIVE 
STAGE, WE MIGHT ALSO CONSIDER USING THE OPPORTUNITY AGAIN 
TO SEEK SOVIET COOPERATION IN FACILITATING EMERGENCY MEDI- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 05383 220952Z 

CAL EVACUATIONS IN THE AREA. 

2. WE WILL AWAIT PROMISED DEPT COMMENT BEFORE PROCEEDING 
(PARA 6, REF A). TOON 
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